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Abstract 

A system and method provides for establishing a direct TCP/IP connection 
between a workstation and a storage system independent of a server to which the 
storage system is connected. A SCSI request is encoded with tags identifying the 
5 request as a SCSI request, and the request is structured with a request IP 
identification. The tagged SCSI request is then sent to the storage system, and the 
request IP identification of the SCSI request is returned from the target device to 
the workstation to thereby allow exchange of SCSI requests over a TCP/IP 
connection directly between the workstation and the storage system, independent 
10 of involving the server. 
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